
	


Overview

Part C of the IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act)  assists and strengthens the capacity of families to meet the developmental and health-related needs of infants and toddlers who have delays or disabilities. The federal law, and our state’s Birth to Three legislation established, a Connecticut Interagency Birth- to- Three Coordination Council consisting of representative members appointed by the Governor and leaders of the state house of representatives and state senate.  The council’s role is to advise and assist the lead agency (Department of Developmental Services) in the implementation of the Birth to Three System.  The Council’s responsibilities include:

· Identifying fiscal support and fiscal responsibility;

· Developing standards and procedures;

· Identifying barriers that impede service delivery; and

· Preparing an annual report to the Governor that is disseminated widely.

Council members are called upon to provide input on diverse System activities including task forces and committees, strategic planning, and System assessment.

The council is comprised of the following persons:

· Not less than twenty percent of the total membership of the council shall be parents, including minority parents, of children with disabilities twelve years of age or younger, with knowledge of, or experience with, programs for children from birth to thirty-six months of age with disabilities, at least one of whom shall be a parent of a child six years of age or younger, with a disability; 
· two members of the General Assembly at the time of their appointment, one of whom shall be designated by the speaker of the House of Representatives and one of whom shall be designated by the president pro tempore of the Senate; 
· one person involved in the training of personnel who provide early intervention services; 
· one person who is a member of the American Academy of Pediatrics; 
· one person from each of the participating agencies, who shall be designated by the commissioner or executive director of the participating agency and who have authority to engage in policy planning and implementation on behalf of the participating agency, specifically including:
· State Department of Education
· Department of Disability Services
· Department of Public Health
· Department of Children and Families
· Commission on the Deaf and Hearing Impaired
· Department of Social Services
· Office of Protection and Advocacy
· Department of Insurance
· Board of Education and Services for the Blind
· not less than twenty percent of the total membership of the council shall be public or private providers of early intervention services; and 
· a representative of a Head Start program or agency
· the statewide coordinator of education for children who are homeless
Formal meetings are held at least four times per year and committee meetings are scheduled throughout the year.  All ICC meetings are open to the public and are announced on the Birth to Three website at www.birth23.org and published in the Birth Through Five News.  Meetings include a period of open public comment on the agenda.  Comments and requests for council action may be made in person during that time, or via phone or email to ICC staff support person- Anna Gorski (860) 418-8716 or anna.gorski@ct.gov in the Birth to Three Central Office or the Council Chair directly: MGrnstyne@aol.com . Meeting minutes are posted on the Birth to Three website.







