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Parent Representatives on the Interagency Coordinating Council

Early intervention services arose from a belief that children with delays or disabilities and their families need support within the community that enhances the developmental, health and educational lives of children and families.  Repeated studies highlight the critical role that family involvement plays in increasing the effectiveness of early intervention service delivery.  Similarly, strong parent involvement is essential for the ICC to do its job well.

Parent participation comes at a price to families.  Sacrifices made by parents in order to actively contribute to the ICC should be appreciated and respected by all group members. In keeping with Connecticut law, parent members of the ICC are, “reimbursed for reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties”.  A sample reimbursement form is included in this section.

In order to work effectively, families and professionals need to form an equal partnership that is mutually respectful of the education and expertise of both partners.  Principles of Family/Professional collaboration include:

1. promoting a relationship in which family members and professionals work together to ensure the best services for  children and families

2. recognizing and respecting the knowledge, skills and experience that families and professionals bring to the relationship

3. acknowledging that the development of trust is an integral part of a collaborative relationship

4. facilitating open communication so that families and professionals feel free to express themselves

5. creating an atmosphere in which the cultural traditions, values and diversity of families are acknowledged and honored

6. recognizing that negotiation is essential in a collaborative relationship

7. bringing to the relationship the mutual commitment of families, professionals, and communities to meet the needs of children with special needs and their families.

(adapted from the North Carolina ICC’s LICC Handbook, 1998)
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