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Approval of June Minutes

Elaine Balsley made a motion to approve the June minutes. Ginny Mahoney seconded the motion. The Motion passed unanimously.

Parent Support Grant Update

Jane Hampton, Training Director of the Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC) gave an update on parent support grant and events coming up.
New Business
Discussed what data the ICC might like- number of providers, towns served, family choice within the system.
Spanish interpretation- (Spanish speaking families-receiving more paraprofessionals than before system of payment change). Staff turnover-change in FTE’s to subcontract/hourly wage. Transition-measure complaints. Loss of community parent support groups. Fiscal-account for Birth to Three program time to comply with insurance requirements. Claims paid through adjudication versus escrow
Cindy made a motion to send letters of thanks to Birth to Three programs who are not renewing their contracts. Elisabeth Teller seconded the motion. The Motion passed unanimously.

OSEP Mega Conference/National ICC Annual Meeting 
The OSEP Mega Conference/National ICC Annual Meeting was held in Arlington, VA on July 16. Tiffanie Allain and Cindy Jackson attended and represented the CT ICC and gave an overview of the meeting. Topics included recruiting and retaining parents, changing fiscal times, working with legislatures and data.  
	Lead Agency Update/Fiscal Update
Lynn Johnson, Part C Director-Office of Early Childhood (OEC)-Birth to Three System gave the lead agency update. 
Budget 

In light of there being no state budget approved by the legislature, an executive order by the Governor is in place.  This order provided the OEC with $7.8M per quarter until a state budget is approved.  
IDEA Dispute Resolution

Mediations and Hearings – There were no requests for Mediations or Hearings since the last Lead Agency report.

Complaints - No complaints received since the last report.
Connecticut was a meet requirements state as designated by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP).

OSEP also designated the State of Connecticut as having fiscal concern and developing a technical assistance plan.

OEC Updates

Changes to Payment Process: As of this time the change over to a fee for service payment model is scheduled to begin Sept. 1, 2017. A meeting was held with Birth to Three providers, DSS, PCG and OEC staff on 7/25 to review the history, process going forward and answer questions.  All the questions received that day were added to a previous FAQ document and sent to the providers and ICC on Thursday 8/10. 

Additionally, the latest draft of the Payment procedure, updated information on SPIDER and draft versions of what is being referred to as program designation forms.  These documents contain a list of program assurances to serve children with an autism spectrum disorder and or children who are deaf or hard of hearing. Comments on the Payment procedure should be sent to Alice.Ridgway@ct.gov and for the designation pages to Lynn.S.Johnson@ct.gov preferably by August 17. Recently there was a waiver hearing at the legislature to limit Birth to Three providers as Medicaid providers.

Procedure Revisions Posted for Public Comment:  Draft versions of the procedures that require revisions can be found on the Birth to Three website under at https://www.birth23.org/providers/provider-resources/procedures/ .   Comments on all procedures except Payment should be sent to Linda.Bamonte@ct.gov by August 17th. All fiscal procedures comments should be directed to Alice Ridgway.  All changes will go into effect on Sept. 1 unless otherwise notified. 

Birth to Three website: The redesign is complete. The new website reflects the SSIP Education and Outreach goal of providing families, stakeholders and providers with a more mobile friendly, searchable website.

Partners in Policymaking
Molly Cole, Coordinator of Partners in Policymaking training discussed Partners which is a leadership program that is designed to build collaboration among people with disabilities, parents who have children with disabilities, service providers and policy makers at national, state and local levels. In Connecticut, sixteen (16) classes of Partners have completed the training since 1989.  They are recognized as skilled and capable leaders in disability issues in their communities and in the state.  Until now, the Partners graduates have been people with disabilities and their family members. In September, the UCEDD will begin recruiting parents and self-advocates for the next Partners class which will begin in February 2018.  There are two additional classes of Partner participants in 2018:
· A training in a shortened format to parents of young children, ages birth to five.  Early Childhood Partners will be held over four Saturday sessions in March and April of next year.    

· For the first time, they are offering a separate intense training to providers who work in the field of disabilities and seek to be leaders of system change and advocacy in the disability arena. That training will be Thursdays and Fridays for seven months, and will be the same week as the standard Partners training, so that there is overlap of speakers and an opportunity for the service providers to meet the other partners participants.   

Durable Medical Equipment
Dept. of Social Services will be hosting webinars to provide Birth to Three programs with an overview of the DME prior authorization process or the submission of hearing aids, DME items also considered AT and accessories.

Both of these trainings utilize internet virtual classrooms. Invitations were sent out to providers via e-messaging on 

August 1, 2017. Providers must register to select a date for attendance. They are scheduled for Monday August 28th from 12 – 1 p.m. and Wednesday August 30th from 10 – 11 a.m. Also DXC will be hosting trainings on how to submit claims at CHN-CT on August 24 & August 29. Providers who have not received the workshop invitation can access the invitation from the Web site Home page found at www.ctdssmap.com. Under “Provider,” click on “Provider Services”. Scroll to “Provider Training” and click on the “here” link at the end of the paragraph. Under ‘Workshops”, click on the “Birth to Three Billing and Web Claim Submission Workshop Invitation” link to register for the workshop of your choice. For registration and more info contact Ginny : Ginny.mahoney@ct.gov

	
	
	
	


The meeting ended at 11:25am
Respectfully Submitted,

Anna Hollister

NEXT State ICC MEETING: Monday, October 23, 2017 at BEACON, 500 Enterprise Drive-Suite 3D (Hartford Room), Rocky Hill, CT. Please RSVP to Anna Hollister at 860-500-4411 or via e-mail at: anna.hollister@ct.gov
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August 14, 2017


9:00 AM – 12:00 p.m.





Value Options/CT Behavioral Health Partnership


 500 Enterprise Drive, Rocky Hill 





Minutes





ICC Members Present:  Tiffanie Allain, Elaine Balsley, Ann Gionet, Anne Giordano, Corinne Griffin, Cindy Jackson, Lynn Johnson, Ginny Mahoney, Carol Peltier,  Anne George Puskar, Maria Synodi, Elisabeth Teller, Nicole Villanueva, Robin Wood   








ICC Members Absent: Shanda Easley, Jennifer Miner, Kim Nilson, Heather Petit, John Reilly, Michelle Rinaldi, Louis Tallarita, Dr. Carol Weitzman, Myra Watnick,  








The meeting began at 9:15 AM.








Introductions:





Cindy Jackson, ICC Chair, welcomed everyone to the State ICC meeting. The ICC welcomes two new members- Anne George Puskar from UCONN-University Centers for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities and Nicole Villanueva representing Early Head Start.


Council members and thirteen members of the public introduced themselves. 





Public Comment





There was no public comment at this meeting. 





Announcements:





There were no announcements at this meeting. 
























