State Interagency Coordinating Council


June 15, 2020
9:00 AM-11:00 AM

Remote GoToTraining Meeting

Minutes

ICC Members Present: Leona Adamczyk,  Andrea Brinnel, Melissa Roberts, Anne Giordano, Cindy Jackson, Tiffany Allain, Sharon Marie, Shanda Easly, Carol Peltier, Elaine Balsley, Elisabeth Teller, Ginny Mahoney, Mary Beth Bruder, Myra Watnick, Alice Ridgeway, Senator Mary Abrams, Louis Tallarita, Tammy Venenga, Melissa Roberts, 

ICC Members Absent: Anne Gionet, Kim Nilson, Michelle Rinaldi, Representative Linehan

Pending Nominees in attendance: Dr. Milanese

Meeting called to order at 9:00 AM by Cindy Jackson ICC Chair
Introductions: ICC members and lead agency staff
Public Comment: Lori Mael, program director of Project Interact presented a unified statement from 17 programs discussing draft Phase In procedure regarding in person early intervention services.  Statement included the following: remote services should remain as primary with in person services only in specific circumstances, in the best interest of staff and families, and as determined by the program.  Additionally, support to program directors by OEC regarding program’s decisions.


Old Business:
Approval of the April ICC Minutes: motion to accept and motion seconded, none opposed. Andrea Brinnel (SDE 619) Update on transition to LEA during the current PHE:  Joint Birth to Three and 619 webinar held last week with Alice Ridgeway, Jane Hampton, and Andrea Brinnel.  Webinar answered questions regarding which situations children who are over 3 can stay with Birth to Three.  If the LEA unable to complete a comprehensive evaluation, the child can continue with Birth to Three.  Referenced flow chart that is on Birth to Three website as well as SDE.  Andrea noted that the feedback from LEAs was overwhelmingly positive in regards to the partnership between LEAs and Birth to Three.

New Business: 
ICC Meeting schedule through 2020: No August meeting, October 5th meeting will be family focused. Last scheduled meeting in 2020 will be December 14.  There will be an Executive Committee meeting in September (date TBD).

Parent stories regarding remote EI supports: Several family testimonials read to the committee. Technical issues rendered audio on video testimonials, inaudible. A follow up email with videos will be made available to the committee members.

Jane Hampton CPAC update: As expected, referrals are down.  CPAC staff are trying to stay in touch with families in multiple ways.  Family Connections has provided some webinars.  Up to 34 families have signed up for individual webinars. Examples of 


webinars are  Routine,s, Behaviors, Emotional Literacy  

ICC advise/assist LA during the current PHE and future reopening of the Birth-to-Three for in-person visits

Committees:
Communications, Education and Outreach committee:
Legislative /Fiscal Committee: 
System Support/Professional Development:

Next ICC Meeting

I popped in Cindy’s agenda points for placeholders and will attach lead agency report.
Thank you again for your assistance!
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   Webinars include How to manage Challenging Behaviors, Routines, Emotional Literacy.  FaceBook group continues.  More 1:1 work with families, particularly regarding transitions.

ICC advise/assist Lead Agency during current PHE:  Ad-hoc subcommittee will be formed to discuss future re-opening of Birth to Three in-person visits, and to develop recommendations.

Lead Agency Report:

No Committees held at this time. Committee leaders reviewed and attendees with questions were encouraged to contact committee leaders directly with any thoughts or concerns. Will be Executive Committee meeting in September

Meeting ended concluded at 10:55 am.
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Birth to Three Lead Agency Report 
June 15, 2020 


Alice E. Ridgway, Part C Coordinator 
 


State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) 
Parents will be able to describe their child’s abilities and challenges more effectively 


as a result of their participation in Early Intervention. 
 


COVID-19 PHE Updates 
 With the support of DSS and SDE Executive Orders 7DD (and 7PP) authorized on 4/22 combined with joint 


OEC-SDE Memo #19 implemented EI supports after age 3 for children potentially eligible for Part B when 
the LEA cannot complete an eligibility determination.  Two webinars were held with SDE, CPAC and 
UConn’s UCEDD with over 150 participants on each call to go over the rules and answer questions. 


 


3rd Bday Month N Exited Before 3 At 3 Not Exited % N EIS Over 3 % N % Not Exited 
Mar (1/2 month) 165 105 1 104 60 36% 19 12% 32% 
Apr 394 167 18 149 227 58% 116 29% 51% 
May 356 71 12 59 285 80% 159 45% 56% 


 


In the April lead agency report we projected up to $284,000 for May.  Even though May billing is not complete it 
is looking like $174,120 due to the late start and no waiver of FAPE at 3 rules. We have OPM approval through 
June, have shared this data and requested an extension through August 
 


 The OEC packaged quotes from parents regarding Remote EI supports and developed a flyer aimed at 
informing child care providers who were still in contact with families to not wait to refer because Birth to 
Three was doing evaluations and providing EIS remotely during the PHE. This went out on the ECE listserv 
on May 15th. In addition a number of social media posts have been broadcast weekly, please like and share 
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 Draft Phase-IN guidance shared with programs last week, includes options and precautions for in-person 


visits as needed.  Remote EI is not going away and will likely change what EI “looks like” nationwide.   
 On Tuesday June 16th the OEC will be hosting an Autism Under 3 – assessment web call with Dr. Thyde 


Dumont-Mathieu from CCMC 
 The OEC has been monitoring payments to programs.  With remote EI at the same rates as in person 


visits, no FCP fees, GAP for all children with IFSPs and finally EIS Over 3, March and April payments were 
not significantly lower than February.  We will continue to monitor this and adjust as needed since the 
impact of reduce referrals may not be seen until July when unpaid claims for services provided in March 
and April would roll over to escrow. 


 Our ongoing monitoring of the drop in supports being provided indicates that the greatest decrease is being 
seen when the child has an autism spectrum disorder. 


Service Delivery Data With an ASD ICD No ASD ICD 
Month Jan-20 Apr-20 Change Jan-20 Apr-20 Change 
Number of Children 762 613 -20% 4609 4555 -1% 
Total Hours Approved 17388 12472 -28% 23748 22992 -3% 
Average Hours per Child 22.82 20.35 -11% 5.15 5.05 -2% 


 
SSIP 


Education and Outreach 
 CPAC and UWCT five year contracts being signed thanks to Koleen and Linda 
 PDG 1 - Transition Modules have been completed and are being shared broadly 


https://www.easternct.edu/center-for-early-childhood-education/online-modules/transition-from-birth-to-three.html 
 PDG 2 and 3 - CCMC project Bridging the Gap 2 is on still pending signed MOA 
 Working with the CT State Library on a new librarian training curriculum about Birth to Three and 


ECSE including what each looks like, how to talk with families and make referrals and then how to 
work with EI providers and families of eligible children as a community resource. 


Personnel Development 
 Linda, Koleen and Nicole successfully completed Natural Learning Environment Practices (NLEP) 


training online with 50 participants.  It will be offered again in the next four months with a lower 
number attending.  That number was high to prepare the next cohort for the online Rush and 
Shelden training coming up (70 participants registered, and 23 for master coach!)  


 There may be another in November with the vision that programs use their master coaches ongoing 
 The UConn UCEDD leadership program has an application ready for the first cohort and  
Fiscal Enhancements 
 Five-year contracts with 19 agencies and amendments with 7 others are out being signed for 7/1. 
 As of 6/1/20 the current SFY 2020 spending was projected to result in a deficit of $85,806 instead of 


a surplus of $1 Million. 
The 2020 Family Surveys will mailed to families either by programs or from the OEC.  Programs will be 
reimbursed for postage and an envelope.  We are expecting a drop in the return rates and possibly results. 
 
Determinations 
 OSEP will send determinations and state’s “risk” level of need on June 23rd 
 Local Determinations + Risk Rubric Summary – Nicole Cossette 
 


Other 
 Connecticut’s Part C Application was submitted on time with no significant changes – still included funding 


for vacant positions (PD, QA). 
 Secretary interviews were completed and position offered!  Start date is  
 The OEC has a new Family Support Division Director, Ashley McAuliffe, who was formerly a licensing 


supervisor.  She will start June 19th with a meeting with Alice and Aileen. >>Suggestions to orient her? 
 SPIDER issues continue to challenge the OEC and providers as each change to the system for COVID 


related supports (R services, EIS Over 3, plus new program designations) trips up other areas (ICDs, age 
limits at DXC, transfers) SPIDER is still on DDS servers and Ari is being pulled into other OEC work.  RAIN 
remains the Part C team’s priority. 



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.easternct.edu%2Fcenter-for-early-childhood-education%2Fonline-modules%2Ftransition-from-birth-to-three.html&data=01%7C01%7CAlice.Ridgway%40ct.gov%7Cf6fe7c634b1840a8502208d80e2cb477%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0&sdata=lllByj3bFQMlzy1vDxU%2Bd%2FlxrUvt2SvDEujL4%2FE9Ulo%3D&reserved=0




