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Old Business: 
The ICC retreat is scheduled for April 1st. The ICC is working with Ron Benham former Massachusetts Part C Coordinator as a facilitator for the retreat. Carol described the call to action to coordinate services for children with hearing loss. 
Elisabeth Teller made a motion to approve the December minutes. Elaine Balsley seconded the motion. The Motion passed unanimously.

Cindy described the Division of Early Childhood position statement on low birth weight, prematurity and early intervention. Alice followed up on the Department of Public Health data on statewide low birth weight in the lead agency report.  

New Business:

Parent Support Grant Update Jane Hampton, Training Director of the Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC) gave an update on parent support grant and events coming up. They are always seeking parent mentors if you know of any Birth to Three families that may be available for matching.
Lead Agency Update/Fiscal Update

Alice Ridgway, Part C Director-Office of Early Childhood (OEC)-Birth to Three System gave the lead agency update. 
Education and Outreach

Follow up on Public Comment about how Part C is supporting families with children who are D/HH:  The OEC, DPH and EDHI task force are tracking the impact on these families. Birth to Three is drilling into DPH shared a data file of all children diagnosed as D/HH with birthdates between 1/1/15 and 12/31/18.  The 2015 birth cohort is the only one where they have all turned age three. 

Follow up regarding DEC recommendation for low birth weight (LBW) and gestational age (GA).  The OEC MOU with DPH needs to be amended since it reads “extremely low birth weight”.  DPH is starting the first draft based on a recent call to enhance data sharing for D/HH, lead and birth defects. In the meantime, they shared a file of all children born between 11/1/17 and 10/31/18 in their birth defect registry which included the BW and GA for each child.  

	Nov. ‘17-Oct. ‘18
	DPH
	Matched
	No match

	BW <1500
	219
	
	172
	79%
	47
	21%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1000-1499 g
	81
	37%
	64
	37%
	17
	36%

	<1000 g
	138
	63%
	108
	63%
	30
	64%


For the 172 records from DPH that had matching records in the Birth to Three Data System

	Status
	<1000 g
	1000-1499 g
	Total

	CDI Contact Only
	10
	11
	21

	Eligible
	85
	40
	125

	Dx cond
	72
	23
	95

	DD / CODD
	13
	17
	30

	Not elig
	1*
	5
	6

	Pending
	7
	6
	13

	Parent Declined
	2
	1
	3

	Unable to Locate
	3
	1
	4

	Total
	108
	104
	297


*Contacted the program of the one child that was not eligible. The child was one of twins (sib BW was over 1000g). They were 7 mos old when evaluated (4.5 mos adjusted) and weighed 15#.  The family did not want B23 after the evaluation so it was a data entry error.

The average annual “cost” to the system to support a family with a preemie is $10,000 (1-2 evaluations, 2-3 IFSPs meetings and 6.25 hours per month of EITS).  

If we only found and kept the 43 (30+10+3) families with babies <1000g who were “lost” it would require an additional $430,000.  

To increase to <1500g would only add an additional 34 children (17+11+5+1) which could increase expenditures by $340,000.  (Both efforts combined could require $770,000 of new funding.) 

We have the names and phone numbers for 26 of the 30 the families of unmatched children born <1000g (who are still under 1) and could do outreach.  Will explore options with CDI.

The OEC is exploring better data sharing with the Newborn Screening System to align our diagnosed conditions and to make referring easier, possibly within the EPICCARE System.   We are also looking into how to permit online referrals and CDI to attach secure encrypted files so referral sources can send signed release of information forms to programs at referral.

The new $8M PDG grant included funding to support EIS practitioners to be able to attend transition workshops in the fall.   How that is being distributed has yet to be determined.  (Overlaps with PD)

Personnel Development

Upcoming Spring transition workshops align with SSIP logic model to enhance LEA understanding about what B23 looks like.

Commissioner Bye requested #1 priority position from each “division” and we listed a second PD person but we also need someone to monitor programs after the RFP is completed.

Quality Self-Assessment now online and will be required of all EI practitioners who provide 1 hour or more of EI per week.  It takes 10 minutes and will provide the data we need for the SSIP to measure change over time.  It can be linked to child and family outcomes as well as IFSP and service delivery data to measure evaluate our theory of action and to help identify where to target TA.

One more Activity-Based Teaming (ABT) training and TA cycle on the current contract with Rush and Sheldon. We are considering extending the contract since we put off the RFP by a year.  Still need a long term plan for scaling up fidelity using master coaches.

Fiscal Enhancements

Adjustments made in January for December escrow payments ($585K duplicate claims from November 2017) and in February for January escrow payments (EI Billing $311K bug) should be the last major adjustments.  Barring the discovery of any new bugs, normal adjustments will be made going forward since we have a rule that moves claims to the next payer after 90 days.

Feedback request on the draft Fiscal Report shared at the ICC meeting
~Follow up on paying for Spanish interpretation for Evaluations:  Estimated cost $126,000 per year

~Increasing all GAPs $10 would cost $456,000 per year

~Increasing GAPs $10 just for Hearing Specialty Programs would cost $9600 per year

~Increasing the income requirement for Family Cost Participation to >$75,000 based on ALICE level for a family of 4 which is $77,000 would mean that 482 families would not pay fees which is $148,000 per year and requires statutory/regulation changes.

Part C Extension Concept as requested by Commissioner Bye

The IDEA allows states to extend Part C beyond age 3.  Missouri has offered families a choice to stay in Part C with an IFSP when they have a summer birthday until the school year starts.  This helps to bridge the gap over two less than optimal experiences

1) no Extended School Year (ESY) services are offered (desert)

2) ESY is offered but the team and class is different (two transitions)

We are looking at models to project the potential cost to the system.  In FY18 there were 640 children who were eligible for Part B and had a 3rd birthday between 6/1-8/31.  Missouri reported that only 50% of the families elected to use the extended Part C option.

Draft Annual Report

Waiting on O’Donnell Company for 1st draft of layout. Feedback request: Is anything major missing please let 
Alice know. The annual Part C application is due and out for public comment please submit comments in

person or via email.
Committee Reports 

Legislative/Fiscal Committee: (Co-Chairs: Myra Watnick & Elaine Balsley) Elaine reported on Birth to Three priorities in planning to serve children. The group also looked at ALICE- for families living below federal poverty level.
System Support/ Professional Development: (Co-Chairs: Anne Giordano & Elisabeth Teller):  

Elisabeth shared the Committees work on training modules for service coordination, short webinars on the forms required mainly for compliance and supporting the system in grant opportunities.  

Communications/Education/Outreach Committee: (Co-Chairs: Corinne Griffin & Carol Peltier) 

Corrine reported on Birth to Three website activities and additional trainings for families on Birth to Three.  

The meeting ended at 11:55pm
Respectfully Submitted,

Anna Hollister

NEXT State ICC MEETING: Monday, April 1, 2019 at BEACON, 500 Enterprise Drive-Suite 3D (Hartford Room), Rocky Hill, CT. Please RSVP to Anna Hollister at 860-500-4411 or via e-mail at: anna.hollister@ct.gov   The 2019 ICC Meeting dates: June 10, August 5, October 7, and December 9, 2019
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The meeting began at 9:20 AM.





Introductions:





Cindy Jackson, ICC Chair, welcomed everyone to the State ICC meeting. Council members and sixteen members of the public introduced themselves. 





Public Comment





There was no public comment at this meeting.





Announcements





Sharon announced DORS-BESB events including a workshop for parents of children with visual impairment or blindness on special education services on March 30 from 10am-2pm- at DORS-BESB, 184 Windsor Ave, Windsor. Questions contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:Michele.Margenau@ct.gov" �Michele.Margenau@ct.gov�


There is also a BESB family’s field trip to Dinosaur State Park scheduled for March 26, 2019 from 9:30-11:30 this program is wheelchair accessible


Registration is required by contacting Sharon Marie:(860) 602-4083 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:sharon.marie@ct.gov" �sharon.marie@ct.gov�





Cindy represented the ICC at a Prtitzer foundation meeting














 






























