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CT Birth to Three System

Title:  Child Outcome Summary (COS)    

Purpose: In order to report child outcome data in the Annual Performance Report, the Birth to Three System is tracking child progress on three outcomes that were identified by the Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP).  
Overview

The three functional outcomes that follow are not required to be the IFSP:
1.  Positive social-emotional skills (including social relationships);

2.  Acquisition and use of knowledge and skills (including early language/communication);

3.  Use of appropriate behaviors to meet their needs.

Complete the Form 3-18 “Child Outcomes Summary (COS)” with the family for any child less than 30 months of age at entry.  To measure change over time as part of Connecticut’s Part C State Systemic Improvement Plan (SSIP) ask families to respond to the following statement on the form “I can clearly describe my child’s abilities and challenges with family, friends, medical providers and others in our community.”
To determine how the child is functioning compared to same aged peers, the process will identify a rating from 1 to 7 for each outcome.  At exit (if at least six months have elapsed from the first service) programs must complete a NEW form with the family both to determine how the family responds at exit about the family outcome statement and to determine how the child is functioning compared to same aged peers.  If the exit rating for any outcome is less than 7 (“at age level”) the program must answer “yes” or “no” to the question:  “Has the child shown any new skills or behaviors since the last outcomes summary?”

Providers should team with families using the information gained from the initial eligibility evaluation and curriculum-based assessment to inform the entry COS process within the initial three months of service beginning.  At exit, the COS Form will be informed by going through the form with the family and by the data from the curriculum that has been used in an ongoing manner to document progress.  Crosswalks of the items from each of the curriculum-based assessments are at: http://ectacenter.org/eco/pages/crosswalks.asp. 
If for any reason it is not possible to meet with the family to complete the COS before the child exits the system, the scores should not be entered into the data system. A blank COS form (Form 3-18) should be used at Entry and Exit so that the process the conversation with families at both points is unique as to how the child is doing at that time compared to same aged peers.   If a child has an initial set of COS scores, exits the Birth to Three System and returns, when possible enter the child’s original COS scores in the data system.  In addition, when transferring a child to another program, the entry scores should be entered before committing the transfer in the data system.  Since child outcome data is used for the state’s Annual Performance Report (APR), reported to the public, it is important to enter complete COS scores as you close a child’s record in the data system.  The family outcome statement as used in the SSIP is also part of the APR but is not reported to the public.
