Effective Date:
March 16, 2020

CT Birth to Three System

Expires: End of Declared Public Health Emergency in CT

Title: Interim Remote Evaluation and Assessment
Purpose: 
To define the requirements for providing Early Intervention Eligibility Evaluations remotely, due to the COVID-19 public health emergency. 

Overview
Except as otherwise specifically modified below, all EIS Programs must follow the Evaluation and Assessment procedure posted on Birth23.org.
Interim Remote EI Evaluation Exceptions
Effective for dates of service from March 16, 2020 until the Office of Early Childhood (OEC) has notified providers in writing that the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) public health emergency has concluded, the following components of the Evaluation and Assessment Procedure are waived or revised as follows:
· Practitioners may provide all coverable EIS services via Remote EI, consistent with other applicable requirements;

· For the purpose of determining eligibility based on developmental delay, the use of a standardized, norm-referenced tool such as the Battelle Developmental Inventory II or the Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule is not required if remote use of this tool is felt to invalidate the results
· Use of a standardized, criterion-referenced tool such as the HELP, Carolina, AEPS, ESDM  is permitted for determination of eligibility based on significant delay in one area (40 % delay) or a moderate delay in two or more areas ( 33 % delay)

· If eligibility can be determined in one area using a norm-referenced standardized tool (such as Alberta Motor Scale, Peabody Developmental Motor Scales, Pre-school Language Scale, etc.) then assessment of the other areas of development can be achieved through use of a criterion-reference tool. 
· If use of a norm-referenced or criterion-referenced tool is not possible due to the specific situation of the family during the remote evaluation, then clinical opinion substantiating a delay meeting eligibility criteria can be used.  Clinical opinion should still be supported through the partial use of a norm or criterion-referenced tool.  In these situations, re-determination of eligibility will need to be completed in-person after notification by the OEC at the end of the public health emergency.  
· Additional information on use of remote early intervention during evaluations is located in the Remote EI Guidance: Evaluations document on the website.

