
Eligibility Requirements

Children under age three who live in Connecticut are eligible for Birth to Three System supports because they either:

· show a significant developmental delay in one or more areas,  or
· have a diagnosed physical or mental condition that has a high probability of resulting in a developmental delay (specific list available at www.birth23.org in “Making a Referral” section
Two professionals meet with the child and parent and use one or more normed and standardized tests to evaluate the child’s strengths and needs.  All areas of development are measured including:

· cognitive abilities

· communication skills

· social or emotional behaviors

· physical development, including vision, hearing, motor and health

· adaptive skills (known as self-help or daily living skills)

What is a “significant developmental delay”?

A  developmental delay of two standard deviations below the mean in one area of development, or -1.5 SD in two or more areas of development is considered to be significant.

“At-Risk”

The Connecticut Birth to Three System does not serve infants and toddlers who are at risk for delay due to environmental causes.  Families of children who are evaluated and found to be not eligible are offered participation in a child development monitoring program and are given information about other supports in their community through the “Help Me Grow” program.  
Re-Referral

If there is still concern about the child’s development  90 days or more after a child is found not eligible, a re-referral should be made to 1-800-505-7000 and a new evaluation may be offered.
Any child who will turn three years old within 45 days is referred to their school district.
Eligibility Results

The results of each child’s evaluation are shared with the parent in writing, and verbally in their native language, unless it is clearly not feasible to do so.  The evaluator will explain the results and the report to the parent to be sure they understand.

Eligibility results cannot be shared with anyone unless the parent gives written consent. [insert link to Release form]  If the parent agrees to release the information, the signed form should be given to the child’s Birth to Three program. [insert link to program contact info section].  If the parent does not know the name of the specific program, you may forward the signed release to the Child Find Coordinator via fax at 860-418-6003.  She will assist in forwarding the release to that family’s program, so that the program can then send you the eligibility result.
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